REMARKS 

In the Office Action dated April 2, 2008, claims 1-7 and 11 were rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. §112, second paragraph as being indefinite. 

The basis for rejecting claims 1 and 11 under §112, second paragraph was a 
lack of antecedent basis for certain terms in those claims, and this antecedent basis 
has now been provided. 

A further basis for rejecting claim 1 under §112, second paragraph was 
because the Examiner stated that the term "router" is used in claim 1 has meaning a 
"data link or communication channel," while the Examiner stated that the accepted 
meaning of that term is a device in a network that handles message transfers 
between computers. The Examiner also stated the accepted meaning is that a 
router receives information and forwards it based on the route that the router 
determines to be the most efficient at the time of transfer. 

This basis for rejecting claim 1 is respectfully traversed. Applicant submits the 
Examiner has selected one very specific and restrictive meaning of the term "router," 
and Applicant does not agree that this very specific meaning is the generally 
accepted meaning of the term "router." Applicant submits the generally accepted 
meaning is. the term is defined and used in the paragraph beginning at page 9, line 3 
in the present specification, is simply a device that routes electronic messages along 
a particular communication path. The term "router" as used in claim 1 of the present 
application, as well as in the other claims, has a scope commensurate with this 
general meaning, since the router is described in the claims as connecting the 
external device to the remote center in order to allow remote servicing of the external 
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device through the medical imaging apparatus,, i.e., through the remote access 
equipment that is already a part of the medical imaging apparatus. 

In substantiation of this generally accepted meaning of the term "router," 
Applicant submits herewith the definition of that term that is provided in the 
"McGraw-Hill Dictionary of Scientific and Technical Terms" (Attachment "A"). As 
stated therein, a router simply means a device that selects an appropriate pathway 
for a message and routes the message accordingly. This is the manner that the 
term is being used in the claims of the present application, and is the manner that 
the term is described in the present specification. 

The Examiner also noted that claims 1-7 were originally stated, in the 
preamble, to refer to an apparatus, but the Examiner stated it appears that a system 
is being claimed. Those claims have been amended accordingly to refer to a 
medical system in the preamble. 

Claims 1, 8 and 11 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §102(b) as being 
anticipated by Shiraishi. This rejection is respectfully traversed for the following 
reasons. 

The Shiraishi reference discloses an x-ray computed tomography system that 
can be placed in communication with a remote location via a network. The Examiner 
stated the Shiraishi reference discloses an "external device" as set forth in claim 1, 
the Examiner citing the gantry apparatus 103 in Shiraishi for this purpose. Applicant 
submits that those of ordinary skill in the field of medical imaging, and in the field of 
computed tomography in particular, would not consider the gantry of a computed 
tomography apparatus as being a "external device" in the sense of the gantry being 
external to the computed tomography apparatus. The gantry is the core component 
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of a computed tomography system, and is a very heavy, bulky, permanently installed 
component of the system. Moreover, the gantry is not "used with" a computed 
tomography apparatus, but us an essential, basic component of the apparatus itself. 

In the subject matter disclosed and claimed in the present application, an 
external device is claimed that is used with (as originally claimed) an installed 
medical system. The claims have been amended throughout to instead refer to a 
medical imaging apparatus, and this apparatus has been defined as being 
comprised of a plurality of permanently installed components. The independent 
claims have been amended to explicitly state that the external device is separate 
from these permanently installed components and, as noted above, the original 
language of the independent claims already stated that the external device is used in 
combination with the installed medical system. This language in the amended 
claims now states that the external device is usable in combination with the installed 
medical imaging apparatus. This makes clear that the external device is not, and 
cannot be, one of the permanently installed components of the installed medical 
imaging apparatus itself. 

In accordance with the present invention, the external device has its own 
external device interface. When the external device is used in combination with the 
installed medical imaging apparatus, the external device interface is in 
communication with the remote access interface that is a part of the installed medical 
imaging apparatus. This allows the external device to be serviced, from a remote 
location form which servicing normally takes place for the installed medical imaging 
apparatus itself. The servicing of the external device takes place through the 
installed medical imaging apparatus. 



Since the Shiraishi reference discloses only communication between the 
actual, permanently installed components of the computed tomography apparatus 
itself, with a remote location (vendor site), the Shiraishi reference does not disclose 
all of the elements of claim 1 as arranged and operating in that claim, and thus does 
not anticipate claim 1 . 

Claims 8 and 1 1 have been amended in a manner similar to the amendments 
to claim 1, and therefore neither of claims 8 or 11 is anticipated by Shiraishi, for the 
same reasons discussed above in connection with claim 1. 

Claim 2 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. §1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Shiraishi in view of Fratt. Claim 3 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. §1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Shiraishi in view of Bonissone et al. Claims 4 and 5 were rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. §1 02(a) as being unpatentable over Shiraishi in view of Bonissone 
et al., further in view of Dell. Claims 6, 7, 9 and 10 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
§1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Shiraishi in view of Dell. 

These rejections are respectfully traversed for the same reasons discussed 
above on connection with the independent claims. For those reasons, even if the 
Shiraishi reference were further modified in accordance with the teachings of one or 
more of the aforementioned secondary references, the subject matter of the 
aforementioned mentioned claims still would not result. 

Lastly, claim 12 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Shiraishi. The above arguments with regard to the other independent claims 
are also applicable to this rejection. There is no teaching, suggestion or motivation 
that is disclosed in the Shiraishi reference that would cause a person of ordinary skill 
in the field of servicing medical systems to modify the Shiraishi reference to arrive at 
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the subject matter of claim 12. In fact, the Shiraishi reference teaches away from the 
subject matter of claim 12 (as well as the other independent claims) because, as the 
Examiner has noted, the component that the Examiner as characterized as 
corresponding to the "external device" in Shiraishi is actually a built-in (permanently 
installed) component. There is no discussion whatsoever in the Shiraishi reference 
regarding servicing of a true external component, that is not a permanently installed 
component of the apparatus 

All claims of the application are therefore submitted to be in condition for 
allowance, and early reconsideration of the application is respectfully requested. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees which 
may be required, or to credit any overpayment to account No. 501519. 
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round ligament 



rouvite 



roving 



round ligament [anat] 1. A flattened band extending from 
the fovea on the head of the femur to attach on either side of the 
acetabular notch between which it blends with the transverse 
ligament. 2. A fibrous cord running from the umbilicus to the 
notch in the anterior border of the liver; represents the remains 
of the obliterated umbilical vein. { 'raund 'lig'a-msnt } 

roundness [geol] The degree of abrasion of sedimentary 
particles; expressed as the radius of the average radius of cur- 
vature of the edges or corners to the radius of curvature of the 
maximum inscribed sphere, { 'raund-nas } 

round nose chisel [deseng] A chisel having a rounded cut- 
ting edge. { 'raundlnos 'chiz-ol } 

round nose tool [deseng] A large-radius-nose cutting tool 
generally used in finishing operations. { 'raund|n6s 'tiil } 

round of beam [nav arch] The arch or slope from side to 
side of a vessel* s weather deck for water drainage. Also known 
as camber. { 'raund av 'bem } 

round of bearings [nav] A group of bearings observed si- 
multaneously, or over a short period of time with no appreciable 
delay between the completion of one observation and the start 
of the next. { 'raund sv 'berirjz } 

round Off [math] To truncate the least significant digit or 
digits of a numeral, and adjust the remaining numeral to be as 
close as possible to the original number. { 'raiuijdof } 

round-off error See rounding error. { 'raun.dof ,er*3r } 

round of sights [nav] A group of celestial observations made 
with a sextant or other similar instrument over a short period of 
time, usually with no appreciable delay between the completion 
of one observation and the start of the next. { 'raund sv 'sits } 

round-robin scheduling [comput sci] A scheduling algo- 
rithm which repeatedly runs through a list of users, giving each 
user the opportunity to use the central processing unit in suc- 
cession. { 'raund Jrab*an 'skej'3-lirj } 

rounds complete [ord] The term used to report that the 
number of rounds specified in fire for effect have been fired. 
{ 'raunz ksm'plet } 

roundstone [geol] Any naturally rounded rock fragment of 
any size larger than a sand grain (diameter greater than 2 mil- 
limeters), such as a boulder, cobble, pebble, or granule. 
{ 'raund ,ston } 

round strand rope [des eng] A rope composed generally of 
six strands twisted together or laid to form the rope around a 
core of hemp, sisal, or manila, or, in a wire-cored rope, around 
a central strand composed of individual wires. { 'raund |strand 
'rop} 

round-the-world echo [commun] A signal occurring every 
Vi second when a radio wave repeatedly encircles the earth at 
its speed of 186,000 miles (300,000 kilometers) per second. 
{ 'raund ths 'warld 'ek*6 } 

round trip [eng] Hie combined operations of entering and 
leaving a hole during drilling operations. { 'raund 'trip } 

round-trip echoes [electromag] Multiple reflection echoes 
produced when a radar pulse is reflected from a target strongly 
enough so that the echo is reflected back to the target where it 
produces a second echo. { 'raund Jtrip 'ek-oz } 

round wind : [meteorol] A wind that gradually changes di^ 
rection through approximately 1 80° during the daylight hours. 
{ 'raund .wind } , - 

round window [anat], A membrane-covered opening be- 
tween the middle and inner ears in amphibians and mammals 
through which energy is dissipated after traveling in the mem- 
branous labyrinth. { 'raund 'win-do } 

roundworm [inv zoo] The name applied to nematodes. 
{ 'raund.warm } 

Rous sarcoma [vet med] A fibrosarcoma that can be pro- 
duced in chickens, pheasants, and ducklings inoculated with the 
filterable, ribonucleic acid Rous virus. { 'raiis sar'ko*ma } 

Rousseau diagram [optics] A geometric construction used 
to determine the total luminous flux of a lamp from a number 
of polar diagrams which give the effective luminous intensity 
of the lamp in various directions. { rii , so ' dl-d , gram } 

rout [mech eng.] To gouge out, make a furrow, or otherwise 
machine a wood member. { raut } 

route [nav] The prescribed course to be traveled from a 
specific point of origin to a specific destination. { tutor raut } 

route chart [map] A chart showing routes between various 
places, usually with distances indicated. { 'nit .chart } 

route component [meteorol] The average forecast wind 
component parallel to the flight path at flight level for an entire 



route; it is positive if helping (tail wind), and negative if retarding 
(headwind). { 'nit kam.po-nant } 

route forecast [meteorol] An aviation weather forecast for 
one or more specified air routes. { 'nit ,for,kast } 

route locking [civ eng] Electrically locking in position 
switches, movable point frogs, or derails on the route of a train, 
after the train has passed a proceed signal. { 'rut ,lak*irj } 

router [commun] A device that selects an appropriate path- 
way for a message and routes the message accordingly, [des 
eng] 1 . A chisel with a curved point for cleaning out features 
such as grooves and mortises on wood members. 2. See router 
plane, [mech eng] A machine tool with a rapidly rotating 
vertical spindle and cutter for making furrows, mortises, and 
similar grooves. { 'raiid-ar } 

router plane [des eng] A plane for cutting grooves and 
smoothing the bottom of grooves. Also known as router. 
{ 'raud*sr ,plan } 

route survey [civ eng] A survey for the design and construc- 
tion of linear works, such as roads and pipelines. { 'nit 
.sar.va } 

Routh's procedure [mech] A procedure for modifying the 
Lagrangian of a system so that the modified function satisfies a 
modified form of Lagrange's equations in which ignorable co- 
ordinates are eliminated. { 'ruths prs,se*j3r ) 

Routh's rule [math] The number of roots with positive real 
parts of an algebraic equation is equal to the number of changes 
of algebraic sign of a sequence whose terms are formed from 
coefficients of the equation in a specified manner. Also known 
as Routh test. { 'rauths ,rul } 

Routh's rule of inertia [mech] The moment of inertia of a 
body about an axis of symmetry equals M(a 2 + b 2 )/n, where Af 
is the body's mass, a and b are the lengths of the body's two 
other perpendicular semiaxes, and n equals 3, 4, or 5 depending 
on whether the body is a rectangular parallelepiped, elliptic 
cylinder, or ellipsoid, respectively. { 'rauths 'nil av i'nsrsha } 

Routh table [math] An array of numbers each of which is 
formed from coefficients of an algebraic equation in a specified 
manner; the first row of this array constitutes the sequence used 
in Routh's rule. { 'rauth .ta-bal } 

Routh test See Routh's rule. { 'rauth .test } 

routine [comput sci] A set of digital computer instruction* 
designed and constructed so as to accomplish a specified func* 
tion. { rii 'ten } 

routine ammunition maintenance [ord] Maintenance op- 
erations not involving disassembly of ammunition or replace* 
ment of components, and comprising chiefly cleaning and pro* 
tecting exterior surfaces of individual items, packages of 
ammunition, ammunition components, and explosive** J 
{ rii'ten ,am*y3'nish*3n ,mant*9n*ans } 

routine library [comput sci] Ordered set of standard and 
proven computer routines by which problems or parts of prob* 
lems may be solved. { rii' ten .U.brere } 

routing [common] The assignment of a path by which * 
message will travel to its destination- [eng] s . A manufacfurin| 
process in which wooden parts are fabricated in various cortltg* 
urations; in high-speed industrial applications, an overhead c«f* 
ting tool drills into the workpiece and then cuts the desif^ j r 
interior shape, [graphics] In letterpress printing, the removti I 
of the nonprinting areas of a plate. { 'rud'irj } 

routing indicator [commun] 1. A group of letters, engmeerad j 
and assigned, to identify a station within a digital communis* : 
tions network. 2. A group of letters assigned to indicate 4J*r| 
geographic location of a station; a fixed headquarters ofa^oiij 
mand, activity, or unit at a geographic location; or the genefitf | 
location of a tape relay or tributary station to facilitate the rout! 
of traffic over tape relay networks. { 'rud-in .urda.kad'dr j 

routing message [commun] The function performed M l 
central message processor of selecting the route, or alU 
route required, by which a message will proceed to the i 
point in reaching its destination. { 'rudnrj t mes*ij ] 

routivarite [geol] A fine-grained igneous rock conu 
orthoclase, plagioclase, quartz, and garnet. { Iriid-a- va.rfl j 

rouvillite [geol] A light-colored theralite composed p 
inantly of labradorite and nepheline, with small amount* < 
titanaugite, hornblende, pyrite, and apatite. { 'riiv^.ltt j 

rouvite [mineral] CaU 2 V !2 O 36 -20H 2 O A purplish- to i 
ish-black mineral consisting of a hydrated vanadate of cateH 
and uranium; occurs as dense masses, crusts, and i 
{ 'rii.vit } 



